History and Development of the Citrus Industry    13

HISTORY OF  THE  WASHINGTON NAVEL  OR  BAIIIA ORANGE
The earliest illustrated description of a Navel orange
on record was published in Rome by a monk of the Society
of Jesus, John Baptiste Ferrarius, in 1646, in one of four
books called "The Hesperides or About the Golden Apples,
Their Culture and Use/' The picture reproduced on page
52 of Lelong's "Culture of the Citrus in California/'
from John Johnson's book, will be seen on close comparison
to be an artful copy from Ferrarius. This was certainly
not the Washington Navel as we have it to-day, but
merely one of the many Navel forms which have ap-
peared from time to time. It is not unlikely that still
other kinds of Navels will appear in the future.
Orange trees were taken to Brazil by the Spaniards
at a very early day and were more or less widely planted
in those parts of the country best suited to their culture.
Some time about the year 1820 or possibly earlier there
appeared near the village of Bahia a form of Navel orange
which was remarkable for its many good qualities. This
was what we now know as the Washington Navel. It was
hastily propagated and planted to a considerable extent.
Specimens were sent to London and the form became
known abroad under the name Bahia, after the village where
it originated. At Bahia it was called simply " Lavanja de
Umbigo."
Circumstantial evidence from several directions all
points to the probability that from the very beginning
one characteristic of this Navel orange was to produce
occasional branches which bore fruit differing from that
of the rest of the tree. In this way a modified form came